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AN ELECTIVE JUDICIARY.
No science has improved faster than that of government.The great problem has been, where power

could be most safely vested t In the United States
the legislative and executive power was early intrustedto agents elected by the people, liy whom the

judiciary shall be selected is a question still agitated
by public journals of high standing. At an early
day the King of England appoiuted aud removed at

pleasure, and history informs us that some judges
were ready instruments through whom he punishedhis enemies and protected his friends.
When the law required them to be appointed
for life the judges became independent of the
Crown. In preparing our national constitution,
we secured our judges stated compensation and officeduring good behavior, vesting the appointment
in the President, with the concurrence of the Sen-
ate. Most of our early State constitutions contain
Bimilar provisions. More recently, in amending
them, or framing new ones, the judges have been
made elective by the people.in many States for a

term of years, and in others during good behavior.
The question now is, which is the preferable mode
of selection ? In the struggle in England to avoid the
Crown exercising a malign influence over those who
held their commissions at its will, the people wisely
insisted that the judges should be independent of

it, and hence the common expression, "independenceof the judiciary".a phrase which has no

applicability to tho question involved. In this

country their salaries are certain, and they are

fully independent, becauso they cannot be removedduring their term if they do not misbehave.
The true object is to secure, not independence, but

uprightness and capacity. Is it probable that judges
appointed by the executive authority, holding office
for life, will be more upright than those elected by
the people for a period of years, and who may wish
to bo re-elected T Those who contend that executiveappointees will prove the most upright start
with the assumption that all our judiciary are selfish
and bad at heart, and will prove themselves so

whenever an opportunity is presented of gratifying
their natural propensities. This may be true in some
cases, but to say that it has a broad application is a

libel upon tho judiciary of our country. Even in

England, while commissions were held at the will of
the sovereign, there wore but few who consented to
soil the ermine to avoid removal. The great body of
the judiciary were upright and just, and their decisionsare now respected wherever the common law
prevails. Since the judges there became secure

against removal by the Crown, some have dishonored
their robes and disgraced their country. In this
country the elective judges will not sutler by comparisonwith those appointod by executive authority,
cither for learning, ability, or moral worth. No one

who knows them will have the effrontery to allege
that the district judges appointed by the President
are wiser or better men than the elected judiciary in
the Statos where it exists. One lias been impeached
by the House of Representatives and condemned by
only one less than a majority of the Senate. Violent and
bitter complaints have been made against others. Numbersof territorial judges have been assailed, and some
actually removed, upon charges. And even a justice
of the Supreme Court appointed by Washington was

impeached by the House, and a majority of the Senate
voted hiui guilty upon three out of eight charges.
In some of the States a leading cause of abolishing old
constitutions and framing new ones was to get rid of
imperious political and objectionable judges appointedby Executives for life. No person familiar
with the jurisprudence of the Statos can honestly
affirm that the law has been administered with less
ability, learning, and impartiality since judges be-
came elective. The decisions of State tribunals,
where the judges are elected, are, equally with others,
read and received as authority in all tribunals, includingthe Supreme Court of the United States.
Twonty-two of the States olect theirjudiciary.four

by the legislature and eighteen by the people ; and,
whenever the compensation is ample, men of tho
highest character for talents, learning, and integrity
are found upon tho bonch. In nearly every iustanco
of incompetency of judges, whether appointed or

elected, the cause can be traced to inadequacy of
comnensation. which prevented abler men from ac-

cepting office. A weak judge will be weak, however
he may obtain his commission ; while a corrupt one

will remain corrupt, oven if appointed by an Execu-
tive. If anything will deter him from a practice of
evil, it will bo the desire to appear to be virtuous
and good to secure a re-election.
One objection made against an elective judiciary

is, that the judges are olected by political parties,
and that they will be liable to be swayed in their
judgments by partisan feeling. If we admit the danger,we do not escape from it hy concentrating the
power in executive hands. Every Executive is elect-
ed by a political party. He selects judges from his
own party, who harmonize with him in principle,
feeling, and practice. Opposing partisans often seek
to defeat a confirmation, as once occurred in New
York, when near a dozen of Gov. Clinton's nominationswere rejected. We know that a whig Senate
refused to confirm Chief Justice Taney, when nomi-
nated to fill the place of Justice Duval, and Chancel-
lor Walworth to fill Justice Thompson's vacancy.
We all know that judicial appointments, when made
by Executives and confirmed by Senates, are as

strongly political an those elected by tho people.
When a judge in once firmly Heated upon tho bench
for life, except common decorum, there are no effectiverestraints upon him, and he acta ont the impulses
of his heart, in politics or otherwise, without fear of
consequences. If appointed for a term of years, it
is the samo, because his reappointment would mainly
depend upon his part}- being in power when his
terra expired. Judges holding by such tenuros
are not only independent of, but are above, public
opinion, and have no special inducement to do right.
They will seek to do right, if they are good men. Bnt
if bad, there are no restraining considerations present
mid operating upon them. They can gratify their pas- 1

s

ttioijn mid resentments, whether growing out of politicsor less comnieitdublc consideration*, without
fear of the consequences. They measure out favori
mid kinducBS to friendii without stint, and withhold
them from political adversaries, and there in uo remedy.They may favor a friend and prejudice an op
ponent on queatione within their discretion, or sway
a jury in their charge without effective accountability.Their partiality may manifest itself in a thousandways, and become notorious to all without theii
being Bubject to impeachment or removal. Bucl
things wonld destroy every hope before the people
where judges aro elective. No public functionary ic
more closely watched than a judge, lie is continuallyon trial before the people. Whatever he sayi
and does is the subject of criticism. His motivei
are as closely scrutinized as those of the litigating
parties, and the opinions formed by those attending
our courts of the ability, integrity, and fairness o!

our judges are usually correct. They are less likely
to be deceived than an Executive, who doeM not wit
uess what occurs in court. From necessity Execu
lives often appoint men to be judges whom they
have never seen. They act upon representations ol

their political friends, who often wish to remove s

rival out of the way, or wish to reward partisan services,or promote the fortunes of a relative.
The Executive may select with reference to hit

own re-election or that of a favorite, or to secure de
sired political results. lie may do so for the oxpresspurpose of securing a determination of an anti
rent or squatter right, or other question known to be
before the courts, to meet his personal wishes or interests.lie may appoint a judge with reference tc
his known opinions upon constitutional or legal ques
tions which are expected to arise deeply affecting
himself, his friends, or party. Such motives, thougli
often unseen at the time, it is known have exercisod
an influence in making selections. No Executive bar

appointed judges whose known opinions were ad
verse to his own on great constitutional and legal
questions, and seldom have nominations been con

firmed where they were not approved by the ratify
ing body. Noue of these considerations can act mor«

powerfully, and few of them as strong, if at all, ii.

electing judges. Managing men may act from im
proper motives in making nominations, but the facl
that their selections must be submitted to tho sobei
judgment of the people will induce caution and
restrain exceptionable acts. If a dull, weak, or bad
man is nominated, they know his unfitness will be exposedto tire electors, and his defeat rendered proba
ble. Policy will dictate making the best possible
nominations. When once in office, the elective judge
will have the strongest possible inducement to acl
well his part to secure a re-election. If he conducts
himself improperly, the chances are clearly against
his re-election. If he serves the people unfaithfully
their eyes being upon him, they will know'it, and ad
toward him accordingly. In this there is a security
which cannot be found in executive appointments
where there is an independence of the people and the
public will, and an ability safely to set both at defiance
The real difference between the two systems is,

that the one places its trust in the representatives oi

the people, and the other in the people themselves
We do not believe that the agents of the people are

more wiso and patriotic, and above political and improperinfluences, than the people themselves. We
cannot understand why the people are not as competentto elect a wise and good judge as to elect a

governor to select one for them. A theory which
holds that an Executive is more competent to select
a judge than those who confer his office upon him if
in direct hostility to the great principles of self-government.It rests upon the supposition that the
people are incompetent to select one class of theii
necessary agents. If carried out, this theory would
result in declaring them incompetent to appoint any
agent whatever. If they are qualified to select s

head agent, they must bo equally competent to constitutesubordinates. The assumption that such
agents will be impelled to unfairness and dishonesty
through fear of their principles is only another form
of alleging that the people cannot be safely trusted
in judging of the acts of their agents. Such argumentsstrike at the root of self-government, and
would destroy it. Fortunately, the tendency of the
public mind is strongly against such absurdities.

A UIIAPHIC DESCRIPTION OP BLACK-REPUBLICANISMIN NEW YORK.
Mr. ('lap, of the Buffalo Express, has boon nominatedby the black-republican State convention for the

office of secretary of State. lie had been damaging
the party by graphic descriptions of it, and in
threatening to give the names of members of thai
party who had committed the offences ho had doscribed.A nomination was extorted from the fearB
of the convention to prevent further disclosures by
one who had ample knowledge of the leaders of hie
party. While fighting his friends into subserviency
to his wishes, Mr. Clap thus describes the leaders ol
his party in his paper, the accuracy of which cannot
be honestly disputed :

" It would astonish the world to have a faithful pictun;of the last legislature held up to view. The constituenciesof that ltody would stand appalled could they hut
see a correct xtatrmenl of lite amount* of money that u-ere received
hy tntmher» to secure their favor in the passage of measures
good and bad, with a list of names to which that great corruptionfund wait jiaid. It is almost incredible to what extentmen having'important interests at stake in that body
tcere bled liefore they could secure their rights. The Justiceof a measure was not considered, but the ipiestion
was, 'How much money can be made by securing or defeatingits (sissage ?'

" The character of the State demands that this conditionof things should find an end.
"If the men of the last House who were among the

corruptionists seek to be returned, or to be sent to the
Senate, the republican party cannot afford to gratify their
ambition, and must lie cautious about taking the hazard.
The day for building jiltifet to overthadow the Oapitol from iht
fruit* of corru)>t extortion* practited on the floor of the legislature
or around the executive dejxirtment* hoe gotie by. We have
monuments enough of such pieachm in that vicinity already,and it is to be regretted that they are occupied by
men professing to be republicans.

" We shall have more to say on this point hereafter,
and, if it becomes necessary to give direction to the publicmind, we may refer to names and circumstances as may
bo authorized by facts. We arc opposed to making the
republican jsirty a ne»l of thieve* andplurulereri. It is a young
party, and deserves a good reputation better far thau the
last legislature proved for it."

The Memphis Appeal says :

"Wo learn from H. T. Hulbert, estp, just returned
from Ripley, and who was charged by the President with
the delivery of tire commission and the approval of the
lond of ('apt. A. M. Jackson, of Mississippi, appointed
secretary for New Mexico, that he has accepted the position,and will leave for tlutt Territory about the 10th of
October next In common with (Japt. Jackson's numerous
ardent friends In Mississippi, we can but feel the highestsatisfaction at the honor conferred, and the most explicitconfidence that he will discharge the duties imposed byhis new position in a manner at once creditable to himselfand the government "

PU0UREH8 OK COMMERCIAL FREEDOM THBOUGHtI OUT T11E WORLD,
lu the report from the Treasury Department on the

subject of comineroe transmitted to Congress iu 1791,
the bun in of a commercial system was suggested, iu
which the Secretary argued, with his characteristic
ability and clearness, that duties imposed upon importswould be disadvantageous iu building up a foreigntrade. "Instead," he urges, "of embarrassing
commerce under piles of regulating laws, duties, and

{ prohibitions, it should bo relieved from all its
i shackles in all parts of the world. Would even a

, single nation begin with the United Htates this sys.
tern of free commerce, it would be advisable to be,
gin it with that nation." The spirit of this sugges<
tion has directed the commercial legislation of the

, United Htates from that period to the present, and
r entire reciprocity with all nations willing to accept
C it was proclaimed to the world as the permanent
, commercial law of the United Htates by the act of
May 24, 1828. Generally, the commercial policy of
Great Britain tends to the same point. As regards
the navigation laws of our great commercial neighfbor, the freedom from restrictive regulations and

L unnecessary burdens of any kind is absolute. Her
tariff system undergoes yearly ameliorations, and
when it gets rid of a few grievous exactions which
bear heavily upon articles of necessary and extensive
use among the great masses of the British people.
such as tobacco, sugar, and one or two others.will
be n model ot taritt simplicity tor all nations

to follow. The progress of other countries la
not so marked or liberal, but there is much to hope
for from the general spirit of investigation and interestawakened throughout the world in reference
to a better commercial policy. An interesting and

very valuable document, showing tariff changes
throughout the world during the past year, has just
been published officially in Great Britain. No officialcopy of this document has yet reached our govI
eminent, but wo are enabled to present to our readersthe most interesting points which it embraces
from a riswnt which we find in the Loudon Times.
The countries by which alterations have been

made in their tariffs down to September, 1857, are

Russia, France, Spain, the Roman States, New
Granada, Venezuela, Salvador. Montevideo, Buenos
Ayres, and Peru.
The RusBiau changes involve some very largo reI

ductions from previous rates, but the new ones are

still apparently so heavy as to be inconsistent in
most cases with the growth of any extensive trade.

(
The most important alteration is the removal of the

s prohibition against iron, which is now admitted at a

t duty of 12 cts. per 36 lbs. for pig, and offrom 32 cts. to

72 cents on various descriptions of manufactured.
The duties on cotton*, silks, linen,*; anil woollens have

t s
also been subjected to an average reduction of about

^ 50 per cent.; but whether these will henceforth yield 0

any profit on importation is a point that can be de- "

termincd only by practical experience. The minor f

I alterations includo sugar, coffee, cochineal, pepper, "

porter, herring*, lead, tin, copper, quicksilver, zinc, rum, j
vinegar, earthenware, and china. t

j. The French reductions apply only to seven articles: J
Fish, soda, wool, ginger, garance, oil, and sulphur. h

Spain has adopted several modifications, including 0

a reduction on some minor kinds of iron manufac- ;
ture, and some descrintions of sillc and cotton cloth, r

But the tendency lias been rather to impose new du- 'j'
ties than to remove old ones. c

Austria has made ordy a single alteration.namely, 11

the removal of duty from looms for weaving or
*

spinning. c

The Roman States have lowered the duties on sev- J;
eral kinds of woollen, cotton, and linen manufac- |
turcs, muslins, embroideries, articles of hair, wear- r

ing apparel, furs, soap, and books.
New Granada and Venezuela have made a great va- f

ricty of changes, aud almost entirely in an adverse p
direction. L

Montevideo, on the other hand, has effected con- \

siderable progress, a reduction of about 25 per cent. 8

having been made in the duties on about Pighty ar- (l

tides, some of thorn of much importance. The du- f

ties on wheat and on linen and Bilk lace, however, 1
' v

have been increased. v

Buenos Ayres has removed the duties from coal H

and lime, which are now free. On raw wool and J.
furs she has increased it 50 per cent.; while on silk «

and its manufactures she has lowered it 33 per "

cent. v

Peru has declared sugar, rice, butter, cheese, lard, t

and tallow free ; also wheat if consigned to the ports 8

of Arica, Iquique, or Payta ; while on flour she has f
made a reduction of 50 per cent. t

Salvador (Central America) has reduced her duties
on all foreign goods from 24 to 20 per cent ad valorem, t

establishing a decrease 01 more tban lb por cent. a

On the whole, the results of the year may be con;

sidered to show that the cause of commercial freedomthroughout the world is advancing irresistibly
- although slowly.

The Boston Evening News bears the following testimonyto the long-settled pdlicy of the democratic
party in regard to banks and banking :

" A word in all candor. If the policy of the demojcratic party in regard to banks and banking, enunciated
twenty years ago, had been resolutely adhered to, we
should not at this day l>e in danger of liank suspensions
or bank panics. With millions of the precious metals
coining in from the mines of California for years past, to
swell the aggregate wealth of the nation, the ratio of
specie to the circulation of bank lulls lias not been increasedan iota. We mean to say that there are more
bills in circulation now in proportion to the specie in the j.
vaults of the bank than there was before the treasures of c
the golden realm were opened unto us. How and why
is tills ? Where has all this vast treasure gone f Surely
the reign of the 'rag licrons,' which democrats in old t
times used to talk about, is not returning."

The Chicago Press of the 28th says the westorn j,
harvest is completed,.and more abundant than ever. (
Corn, barley, oats, buckwheat, hay, fall foed, and ^
potatoes, are all secure and good. We quote : s

" A large Btore of choice butter will be added to the "

dairy products of the summer, which were never equalled 1
In quantity nor exceeded in quality. All kinds of roots f
and garden vegetables turn out well. We never saw so t
great, an abundance of fino cabbages, and there are onions, "
beets, turnips, etc., to match. And to these bounties
n r, Cn lu> ojIHnd nil a/trla ,f fmitu in nrnfnalnn "'

The New York Tribune and the Albany Evening Jour- J
nal are trying to make political capital out of the din- .
trewtCK of the buaincM community.diitretatea which they d
have largely contributed to bring about. Their remedy 0

ii> a i haracterintic one more government interference, r

more regulation, more taxes! The burdened and ''blccdr r'

ing" people will handly liaten to Hticli advice. v

[Albany Argot. el

Judge Rooaevelt haa decided against the claim of B. W
Lowber against the city of New York, for the recovery of tl
nearly $200,000 for a site of a market bought, or alleged le
to have Iteen lainght, by the city. I oi
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HKKOHM IN THK BANKING bYHTKM
If the indulgeuoe nought for by the auspeudei

juukn of Poiuisylvauia ie grunted by the legislatur
>f that Btate.if paat and present illegal practice
ire legalized and permission granted to set laws u

Jieir own seeking at further successful defiance.i
will not be for the want of earnest remonstrance 01

he part of the democratic press. The followiui
.iinely and dispassionate suggestions appear in tin
Pennsylvania!! of last Wednesday's issue :

"The issuing of the governor's proclamation conveninj
he legislature at Harrisburg, on the 6th of October, fo
.he purpose of considering and adopting such measures o

eliet us the present tinunciul condition of our city am
itate may require, has naturally and properly direct**
public attention to an examination of the whole subjec
>f our hanking system, with a view of ascertaining, i
rossible, what guards and checks con be engrafted u]m>i
t sufficient iu strength and efficiency to prevent the pe
iodical recurrence of such scenes of trouble and distres
is those through which the commercial community an

tow passing. 'lire first suspension of specie payments b;
>ur banks, which occurred after the war of 1812, was ut
rihuted to the prostration of business and credit eonse

juent upon that couliict. The suspension of 1837 wu

barged upon tlie policy pursued by President Jocksoi
gainst tlie Bonk of the United States. It is not our pur
awe at the present time to discuss the truthfulness am
ufficieucy of the causes sot forth as u reuson why tin
Murks were compelled to suspend specie ]>ayments at tin
imcs mentioned. The point to which public uttcntioi
ihould be calmly and dbp.Innately directed In the pres
nt crisis is, that the existing suspension has taken place
vhen all the elements of national wealth are abundant
shell the country is at peace with all the world, when tin
Minks are acting under a law of their own seeking, ant
vhen the people are and have been disposed to uffon
,hese institutions every indulgence at all calculated to fa
:ilitate the full development of tliosu means of relie
vliich it is alleged the Ixuikiug system affords to the bu
ilness community. There lias been no hostile disisisitioi
uanifested towards these institutions. They have man

tged their own affairs in their own way. They have is
lued the amount of notes thought proper by tlieir owi

iffieers they have received depositee when and to wha
imount they pleased ; they have extendod or shortenei
heir line of discounts without the interference of any per
on not directly identified with the system. The who!
uanogcuient of the hanking Bystem of our city and Stat
ins been und is in the hands of its especial friends am
lefenders ; and yet it bus broken down, aiul carried will
t to a great extent the credit of our city, the charoctc
if our State.
"The question now is, whnt shall wo do with th

Minkiug system under which we have been octiug t 1
here life and vitality cuough remainiug in it to form
Mwis updn which can be safely erected a superstructur
ommensurnte with the wants and wishes of the real busi
less of the country ? Pan it be perfected by guards am
11CUKH nc lauicuiui buiuu ui mum- ^uiuun m vui uiu

:lo of yesterday, and urged tlio legislature to considc
hern in a broad, generous spirit, without reference to an;
onsiderations save those legitimately attaching to th
eal wants of our business and commercial community
lut if, after a thorough and searching examination of ou
>resent system, with all the aids which recent occurrence
urnish if after the banks have presented their own cas<

n its strongest aspect, und the community lias hud tirn
0 deliberate upon and weigh the facts presented, tli
imount of evidence is sufficient to justify wise, safe, am
onservative men in taking an advance Btcp towards ai

unnixed currency, there should be 110 hesitation in adopt
ng such a line of i>oliey as will gradually emancipate
rade from the self-imposed fetters by which it is nov
hackled.
"We know and feel the responsibility of such a step

ind hence recommend coolness und caution. But whet
1 people are afraid to look disasters in tlie face and appl]
vhatever remedy is necessary, there is no hope for thi
uture. That some reform of our banking system is ab
olntely necessary, all admit. 'Idie extent of the reme
lial measures is the only point in debate at present. I
s not denied that whatever policy is best calculated t<
hrow into active circulation, and keep in thnt condition
lie largest amount of gold and silver coin, is the one Ilia
hould be adopted. That nation or people who produo
,nd sell in the nearest approximation to a specie bosi;
an at all times command and hold the markets of tin
rord for the reason that they produce cheaper. Tin
nevitable effects of a paper currency are to inflate th<
irices of nil commodities, to bloat trade, manufactures
md commerce, and thus render the nation which unci

his character of circulating medium subject to all kiudi
>f financial revulsions and disasters. The experience o
.11 nations furnishes the basis for this assertion. When
hereforo, a change in our banking system is proposed, i'
vould lie well to look most attentively at those suggest
<1 reforms which tend to the gradual withdrawal of r<

nuch of the paper currency of our citv and State as car

>c removed without creating n vacuum too large to Is
mmediately filled by the precious metals. That such t

oform ran be perfected no one will deny. The eutin
uccesg of the sub-treasury system, and the substitutior
if gold and silver as a national currency, is u significant
act that should not bo overlooked by those who will tx
ailed upon to deliliemtc with reference to this importuni
S8UC.
" In advance of the meeting of the legislature we inritethe attention of all classes of our citizens to tliif

uhject. No man is justified in remaining wedded to old
ystems when ex|>erience is daily pouring a flood of new

,nd unnuswenihle facts upon his pathway. Thero is nt

eeling in the community antagonistic to the banks at
his crisis. On the contrary, all seem disposed to treat
rith leniency and consideration even those institutiom
rhosc legal existence dci>cuds upon patience and forbear,nce.We have no doubt the action of the legislature
rill partake largely of this same spirit. But it would
>c a criminal act to take advantage of the patient dispo
ition manifested by our suffering business community,
,nd allow the occasion to pass without inauguratingsomt
if the many reforms proposed by thoBc of our citizens
vhose standing and position in the community untitle
heir opinions and suggestions to great respect and con
ideration. I>et there Ik1 u full and frank interchange o

ipininng upon this matter, and then we shall all be pre
lared to look at whatever measures may be presented U
he legislature in a more intelligent light.
The Philadelphia Argus is even more empliati<

han tlio Pennsylvania!! in its opposition to tho banki
,nd the banking system of Pennsylvania. After al
he enormous losses which the people of IhutStati
ave suffered by hank frauds and hank mismanage
nont.to say nothing of their present embarrass
nents from the same causes.we are not surprise!
o sec the following in that journal:
" It will he wen by a notice In another column tha

ho democratic executive committee has called u pubis
aeeting, to Is- held in Independence Sipiare on Monda;
vening, to oppose the legalizing of the violations of lav
>y the banks which have suspended and forfeited thei
hartcis. All honor to the noble men who have thus de
ermincd to do their duty to the democracy at this erisi
n our monetary affairs
"There will Ik; such a gathering on that occasion u

lever was held before in our city. I<et a voice go fortl
rhich shall proclaim the irreversible decree that all vio
at Ions of law shall meet their legitimate penalties. Le
he people turn out in their overwhelming strength an<

dve expression to their opinion in thunder tones whirl
1 .<» ttituunilnrutruwl ®

Suorkino Occurbenck..-We copy tho following fron
he Morrisvllle (New York) Observer of the 24th ult.
" Mrs. Mary Mattsou, wife of W. O. Mattaon, of Smith

ield, came to her death a few days since under the fol
owing painful circumstances : On Thursday evening las
her husband being from home) she retired to rest ii
ompany with Miss Nveline Mar<|uisacc. About fou
'clock next morning, feeling unwell, she rose to procuri
onie medicine, after which she again lay down, leaving
caudle burning on a stand near the head of the bed

ly some means the light would seem to have l>ecn over

urned on the floor and to have set the valence on fire
he flames from which caught the upper portion of Mrs
1. 's night clothing.
" Starting from her slumber, and finding her dress on

ire, she sprang from the l>ed and rushed frantically
hrough the house, pursued by her companion, who
rith truo heroism, and forgetful of her own peril, caught
Ira. Mattson and succeeded in tearing the burning gar
nents from her person and extinguishing the flames ; ir
ioing which, however, her right hand wus severely bum
d. Mrs. M. was go liadly burned her l>ody being lite
ally roasted that no hope could be entertained of hei
Bcovery ; and, after lingering until 9 o'clock Saturday
veiling, she expired. Her age was about twenty-twc
ears She leaves two little children the youngest bu<
ight or nine months old."

Comptroller Klagg has made his semi-anuuul report o|
le finances of New York city. The amount of the tax

vy for 1857 Is $8,066,566. an Increase over that of 1853
r $2.998.916.

A

PKPAKTHBNT NUWS.

TKKAH'HT L>kPABl'MK>T
0 Decatunt under the Tunff Aet </ 1867.- The Secretary of
a the Treasury, 011 appeal, lute reversed the decision of the
>f eollector of customs for the port of lloflton, who imposed
t a duty of twvnty-four per cent, on certain article* de

nominated ''printed merlnots" and "anrellnea,'' the for-
liter being couipoaed of wonted and cotton, and the latter

^ of wonted, and both twilled fabrics. The department
0 was not satisfied that the articles referred to, though

composed of the same materials as "delaines," were

g known in commerce, at the passage of the tariff act, unrder that designation. They arc twilled fabrics, and the

J term "de laiues," it is believed, has been generally, if

j not exclusively, confined, in the language of commerce,

t to fJuin manufactures, as contradistinguished from tuUlai
f fabrics. The decision of the Secretary is that the articles
1 in question are entitled to entry at a duty of nineteen per
* cent.
8 The Secretary has also overruled the decision of the

same collector, who assessed u duty of twenty-four itt.stead of nineteen per cent, on printed and dyed merinos
of worsted and cotton. Tire ground for the decision is

s similar to that stated in the case first mentioned. i
1 Also, the decision of the same collector was overruled.

j A duty of nineteen instead of twenty-four per cent.

L. should have been assessed on twilled fabrics of cotton and u

B worsted, printed coburgs, oinbre-striped coburgs, rain- (j
l bow-striped worsted, and cotton twills. .

.. .
R INTKUIOH 1)KPA HTMSNT

Huiru/um leind (\ttUruverey. There has been ft long un- t

j settled (piestiou between the State of Wisconsin and the

I Department of the Interior in regard to some binds select- ^
- ed tinder the grant made by Congress for the improve- t,
f meat of the Kox and Wisconsin livers. The quantity In ii
" controversy Is said to lie about sixty thousand acrcB, the s

1 State having selected lands to that amount which the de- s<

partment decided could not lie legally confirmed under
. thut grant. This claim has recently Iteen adjusted, the
t authorized agent having acquiesced in the decision of the |
1 department, u'ndconsented to the assignment ofother lunds r

to the State in lieu of those in controversy. I1
eI1U1 r-.!>.. Tl... C. ,r».

''
e
J missioner of the General Land Office, agreeably to the iu- g

It structions of the President of the United States, has re- t
r served from sale for naval purposes the tract of land near it

the Chocktawliatchy river, in the State of Florida. "

g Appointment*..'Hie Commissioner of Patents lms made '

a the following appointments in his office, with the op- j
e proval of the Secretary of the Interior

Dr. Henry King, of Misitouri, and .lames S. French, of s

* Virginia, examiners of patents. Salaries $2,500 each.
Klias Yulee, of Washington Territory, second-class *

clerk. Salary $1,400 a year.

From the Barnstable Patriot. (
KKMAKKS OF HON. It. F. HALLETT AT THE DEM- 1

00RATIO STATE CONVENTION IN BOSTON SEP- 1

TEMRF.K 16, 1S57.
Hon. B. F. Ilallctt wits invited to address the oonven- v

tion, and was received with entliusiasm. He said : h

1 liave recently left a sick bed, and am not in a pliy- f'
sicnl condition to make a speech, even if you were not so

wearied as to not lie in a moral condition to listen to one; ,

but 1 cannot refrain from making some res]x>usc to the
generous and friendly call you have made upon me. 1
have not enjoyed the honor of attending as a delegate a !f
State convention for six years until to-day ; for though "

, my democratic friends have done me the honor annually 11

to compliment ine with an election, I have not deemed it M

advisable, while holding a public office under the United J*
States, to |>articipate in State conventions. 1 am now a jr
private in the ranks, and ready to fight with you under
our nutional banner of Union North and South, to the u

' hut man at. the irims and the last shot iu the locker.
I stand hero now, gentlemen of the convention, as one

l<
' of you, with very groat pleasure, because, although I have ''

8
declined for several years to take part in the conventions,

. 1 think I may say, without much assumption, tliat I left -J.1
behind me some littlo marks of prominence, in the form
of resolutions affirming the nationality of the democracy JJ,

's of Massachusetts. The whig presses used to say that I '

8
wrote resolutions by the curd. I am happy to find that,

C whetlier or not they constituted cords by measurement, :

they did lielp to form that strong cord of Union which has
£ bound together the northern and southern democracy Hl

in tliat bond of brotherhood that has achieved all our

)
democratic triumphs. Wlien, after much conflict and

l
division among us, tliey bcaune fanbodied in our

K

, State platform, I had no further desire than to see

i
tlieni fnitlifully carried out in all our relations to

,
the democracy of the whole Union, and since that time jj

J 1 have not been in a State convention. The spirit of the
same national resolutions proclaimed hv Massachusetts

(
conventions lias since been adopted in the platforms of

^ democratic national conventions upon which two I'resi- itdentshave been elected ; mid now to-day I take great P1
pleasure in saying tliat the resolutions which my friend ^

(
from Springfield lias just reported from the committee, w

and wliicli liavo been adopted with such unanimous ap- ol

, plausc, arc precisely, in essence and substance, the princi- w

pies for which the national democrats of Massachusetts W
have l>cim contending for years ; and we can now honestlysay to our democratic brethren in all the States

' that upon these principles of the Union of the States, the P<
rights of all the States in all the Territories, and the W

rights of property in slaves in States and Territories tin- in
der the constitution, there is 110 division in the ranks of cs

the democratic party of Massachusetts. nt

Where are the lueu who, wlieu we announced Ihe ptin- K1
ciplcs of nutionnlity in our democratic assemblages, used w.

(
to rise in their sectionalism and denounce them f Whore f°

, the men who, when we proclaimed the eiiua! l ights of all
the States in all the Territories; when we affirmed for the

f South as well as the North all the rights of property e>

which were reserved and maintained in the constitution Nt

(
as the uniform rights pertaining to every old (State and to D

every new State coming into the Union; when we in- ni
voked the oaths taken to support the constitution of the h<

3 United States for the sanction of the duty of every free w

i State to return to tlie slave States their fugitives from la- w

, l)or where are tlie men who then stirred up strife among tl
us and clamored for u northern jxirty to make war upon oi

9 the South f Where are they now f In the black-republl- tc
tan ranks, in tlie know-notiiing ranks, anywliere.no- w

wliere, and ready to prove as false to them as they were

to us. Thank God! they are not here; they are not, even by dl
1 false pretences, any longer with the democracy. We are b<

purged, as with hyssop, and made clean; we arc washed and tl
made white by the process which has made the democracy 1"

l of Massachusetts to-day, as it was in tlie days of our reL"publican fathers, a mmnd portion of the whole hody of the 111

f democratic party of tlie wliolc Union! Ami now we 'r
' stand on our national platform, relying not merely upon
r present numerical strength in this uneasy State of Massa- ra

* ehusetts, but upon the moial element of our national in8tcgrity, our fidelity to the constitution, our love of the
Union, and respect for the laws and a conservative judi8clary to expound them, This it is that makes up the J'

1 grand, the noble character of the democracy of Massa"ehusetts.
1

* I wish I could impress upon all democrats the import- w

1 ant position which the democratic party of Massachusetts,
1 if true and constant, will always command in its relations

to tlie party in tlie whole Union, especially in its moral
influence* ami its power to defeat northern disunion. ol

i I see before tne my old associates, veterans of the fight v<

: of twenty years in the democratic cause, and 1 know, N
- friends, that you are now where we ever have licen in T1
- union with the democracy of the whole Union. I see °'

t also -and it glads me to see them.young men who are

i coming up to tlie help of their country against sedition
r and sectionalism. I want them to study and understand
9 and make the ingenuous young men of Massachusetts cr

; comprehend that simple hut great principle in the consti- g<
tution which constitutes the fundamental principle of the tii

- democratic party in regard to slavery, and in all the rela- Tl
, tlons of State to State, and the United States to Territo- la

rice. It is the union in government which makes us one tb
people. Whv cannot ant conscientious citizen under- v«
-i... iL.1 » 1. 11... ,,r ,11 r fiwl.rulI*
RUUH1 Ml JVC I 11" in HIV UVIIUIVIVH v» * "» gvT^uc y»

r nwl nned by Washington in his Farewell Address; "Tub
i bity or government which oo*ermrn* rg on* people".

L a most remarkable expression, rarely quoted, but pecu- sa

liarly applicable to the present position of the democratic '

party in its contest with fanaticism and sectionalism. cb
Whence comes that "unity of government" w hich is to ac

cover all the States and all "the territory Solely from pr
' the express grants of powers in the constitution given by th
' the States to Congress ; and all powers of government, or

and all rights of property not there granted, are rescrr-
ed to the States and the people ; and upon that "unity"
the general government can establish, and the 8upreme an

Court can enforce, laws only that are universal touching th
f the domestic concerns and inherent rights of the States, tic

and of the people of all the States touching their rights th
of property in the new Territories; therefore, you cannot ns

assume for the old States, who made the constitution, to til

inpnse restrictions upuu the new State*, or new Terriorieaabout tu form States, which do not exist iu regard
o the old State*. Hence, the Missouri Compromise. be
ng founded on no grant of power in the constitution
van a mere usurpation by Congress, and the recent deciionof the Supreme Court pronouncing tliat ac t uncoiihti.
utional and void is only an iiilirmatiou of the original reervedrights of tire States and of the limited delegated
lowers of Congress, and is sound and just, and eminent
y conservative of the Union.
Why, Mr. Presiilent, it is umuxiug that, with the exeatof education that there is in this Coiuiuuuweaiih
id in New Kugland, there should be as much ignorance,
ositive ignorance, upon the constitutional principles of
ur forms of State and United States governments among
large class of our own citizens as could he found iu

'orkshire in England. 1 undertake to say tliat those
jrty doctors of divinity and that geological professor who
ssumcd to instruct tliat most eminent statesman of our

ountry, President Buchanan, upon his constitutional duies,have exhibited downright ignorance of the constituionof the United States and of the laws for the governnentof Territories that would disgrace public schoolboys
f tlie fifth form ! In the face of the obligation upon the
'resideut ' 'to take care tliat the laws be faithfully execut*l,"they tell him that it is ids duty not to execute the
IWH of the United States in Kansas. Anil because they
iavc read in the newspapers tliat a portion of the people
ou t like the territorial government there established
nd recognised by Congress, they ask the President to fold
is turns anil let the mob make an independent governnent!
The reply, caltn as it is, is indeed "a withering oanemiuition,"and stamps Mr. Buchanan muii the judifnentof ids countrymen as a sound and conservative

talesman, a frank and fearless constitutional Presient,eminently cahable of governing tins whole counry!
How plain are the doctrines lie ex|x>iiiulb from the cuntitution,if men will but reason! Here are your United

tates. What makes them ? 'ITie giants of powers given
0 them by the States in the constitution. What is there
1 tliat instrument about slavery, except that fugitives
hall be restored and that all the then existing Slates
hould have twenty years to stock themselves with Afriunslaves, if they saw tit. That wus the original const! iition,and yet the leaders of this sectional northern
arty presume to say to you that those thirteen States, all
milling slaves and giving twenty years to each State to
eplenlsh its stock, really meant to give Congress the
lower to prevent slaves lieing carried from an old State
n to any other State or Territory !
The democracy do not so undertake to force the coiltitutlon.We stand upon tlie plain doctrine of the naionttlUnion.nox-i.stkkvkntion uiOi that quettuu of tlavrty

i Slate and Territory; and from that uon-lutervcntiou
>nly can come, if it ever is to come, that emancipation
rhich some men are blindly attempting to force by pulltigdown the pillafs of tlie Union. Anil there we leave
t.
Now, an apparent majority of the people of Masstuimettswho go for what they call "freedom," totally differngfrom this democratic doctrine, set up for themselves

ind their partisans in Kansas a right of revolution outideof the constitution. When they are met witli the
aw and the Gospel, "thus It is written!" they deny
he constitution, they deny the Bible, and they deny the
iod of the Bitde because none of these are nnti-slavery.
fence, it is obvious (hat they cannot be satistled with the
Inion the constitution has made, and they must have
nother sort of a Union. And so we find tliat they have
ut up as a candidate for governor Mr. Dunks, formerly
ery active in tlio democratic ranks, though, I apprehend,
e was never there with a pure conviction. He tells
hem what sort of a new-fashioned Union they are to
ave without troubling themselves about the constituInn,and that is "a united North and a divided South!"
'hat is to be his Union. And what is this mighty
'unity" to bo upon t Why, u united North upon nrroetand a divided South upon utgroa / Why, I could go
lto Africa and pick out wild Congo men who would make
better government than such statesmen as Mr. Banks
rould leave to us if they could have their way in dealing
ith the Union. Still 1 must say a word in favor of Mr.
onks. He has evidently made some little improvement,
ast year lie was willing to let the whole Union slide, and
ow he wants to slide off only one-half of it 1
Gentlemen, I have little further to say, except again

> beseech you to ndhcre to those great fundamental
rincipies which make the democracy the party of the
nion, the guardians of its laws and of an independent
idiciary. Let us deal with government, and not witli
.lse sentiment. With the question of the existence of
avery in the States, or its extension to new States and
erritorie* that may choose to hove it wlieu they become
Lutes, the people of the North have no more to do than
icy have with serfdom in Russia. Leave it to those who
live me control over ana me responamiliy ol it. Why,
r, if these meddling men and women.these stronglindedwomen and weak-minded men.would let alone
le true and chivalrous people of the South, who undorandtheir own duties and interests in this matter better
ian we can advise or threaten them, they will work
ut their own destination in their own way nnd with
icir own free agencies; and instead of a sundered Union,
le great future of this country may see results in which
itrlotiBm, humanity, and Union may together rejoice.
Here, then, the democracy of Massachusetts stand, and
the coming canvass mark what are the distinguishing

rinciples of the two parties with which wo contend,
rith a sectional flag only to fight under, the republicans
ould break up the Union and cause the extermination
' the black race in their pursuit of "negro freedom;"
bile the "Americans" propose to rule America by mningilavet of ichile men for the crime of religious opinion
rd the accident of birthplace ! With these doctrines the
;mocratic jvirty can have no compromise. Their moral
iwer depends upon their fidelity to uutional principles,
'hatcvor may be the result, we can then extend an honest
md to nutiouul democrats throughout the Union. We
.11 say to them that there are men in the North who will
>ver falter in fidelity to the compromises and the obliitionsof the constitution. There we will stand or full
ith you ; one party, one faith, mid one liatiouui plat
rin.

Awful Suipwrkck..Men Katun by tub Sharks.- -An
Ltraordinary case of double shipwreck is reported in the
Christopher (West India) (vipers. The Rosabella left

ominictt early in May for the Spanish Main. On the
ight of the 14 til of May a storm suddenly brewed up, a
avy sea struck the vessel, and she became a total
reck. Nothing was saved but a trunk of money, and
ith this the captain nnd supercargo got ashore. They
ten purchased a cargo of sugar and chartered the Esther
Curncoa. After embarking a second time, a fearful

irnado struck the schooner, and sho instjintjitieouslr
ent down.
Twenty-one persons were washed off, and with great
ifiicnlty avoided the vortex of the sinking vessel The
>nt fortunately got adrift, but the plug was out. For
iree hours they niadly struggled to stop the hole, and at
st it woe done.
But meanwhile the sharks had taken off several of the
iiseruble uien, and only thirteen succeeded in gettingito the,boat.
They picked up the oars. It was quite dark, and when
lorning came they saw no land in any direction. For
>ur days and three nights the wretched men, wlthata morsel of food and scarcely a vestige of clothing,
.bored at the oars, niul on the morning of the 9th of
idy the l>oat reached St. Christopher, ten men being
ive, but all in the last stage of exhaustion. One died
most immediately after being carried ashore. The rest
ere hospitably cared for.

There are now on view in Sydney (Australia) a set of
toes made of solid native gold, weighing twenty-four
inces, and worth about£100. They were made for the tainte ponv of a gentleman (now deceased) who resided In
ew South Wales, and Iwar evidence of considerable wear,
he precious metal of which they are composed was found
1 the land where the pony used to graze.

[St/dmy Morning Ilerold.

The warehouses in the city of Buffalo, it is stated, ore
sunned to their utmost cnpacitv with main. flour, and
ineiul produce from the West. Fresh cargoes arc connuallyarriving, but there is 110 one to receive them,
tie Inmkft, in many instance*, have advanced the freight,
king the whole cargo as security. One lirm lias now
ilrteen bout* lying at Went Troy heavily laden with
iluahle produce, and they are unable to raise the money
3,000) to jsij the tolls.

In view of the high prices of meat, the New York P»»t
ys the wicked, wanton waste of breeding power, which
the besetting sin of American farmers, ought to be
locked. Every farmer ought to lie required to give au
count of himself who kills a female calf. Wc ought to
eserve every "cow calf' for five years to coguc
lis method we might soon have a supply of beef, not
ily for ourselves, hut for any emergency abroad.

The great railroad-bridge suit (the steamer Eflie Alton
id the Hook Island Bridge Company, lately on trial in
e United States court in Chicago) gives much satisfsc
in to the Chicago people, and the Proas there stnti-s that
e jury in the cose, after fourteen day* of patient exam'ition,stood eleven for the defence and one for the plainr.


